
S/V Montauk Light  
Trans-Atlantic 

5/24 ς 6/20 2014 
The Boat: 

 Sky 51 (1982): [h!Υ рлΩтέΤ [²[Υ ппΩΣ .ŜŀƳΥ мпΩΣ 5ǊŀŦǘΥ тΩ 
 Cutter rig w/ main, Yankee, staysail and cruising spinnaker 
 Perkins 85 hp 
 Fuel: 130 gal in three separate tanks 
 Water: 110 in two separate tanks w/ Spectra water maker 
 Fisher Panda DC generator 
 CAT II, 406 EPIRB 
 ICOM 802 SSB w/Pactor modem 
 Iridium SatPhone with external antenna 
 SPOT transmitter 
 VHF 
 2 Chart plotters 
 SIMROD Auto helm 
 8-man life raft 
 

                          
 

The Crew: Jerry Nigro (NY) Capt; Mike McGovern (DE); Benjy Bertossi (MI), Steve Runals (VA), Arshak      

Sarrafian (MD) 

      

 



The Route: (All times local except for arrival in Lagos - add I hr. for local time there) 

 

 

 



NY ς Bermuda (BDA), approx. 680 nm: 

Departed Sat 5/24 @ 1100, arrived BDA 5/28 @1400 hrsΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƻƎ distance reading 

for first 24 hrs (24-25th) but the data for the other three days: daily avg distance 180, spd 7.5 

knots.  Best day 215 nm, a second 180 nm. During period 25-26 boat moving at times 9.5 -12.4 

knots. 

Great send-off party by friends and WŜǊǊȅΩǎ ōƻŀǘ Ŏlub members ς ŜǾŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ άǿŜƭƭ-

ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎέ video.  Number of well-wishers on dock as we depart almost puts the dock awash.  By 1230 

under full sail making 6 knots.  Light winds and motor sailing by 1600.  Winds generally from NNW and 

W 3-18 knots during day and evening.  Barometer steady at 1021 and then raising by mid-night to 1024.  

AIS working well picking up numerous boats.  Thru Plum Gut and around Montauk Point.  Next several 

days winds generally from W-SW 5-26 with waves 1-4 ft generally from W. On 25th boat moved very well 

wing-n-wing with Fisherman poled out.  AIS and sailmail continue working well.  Early morning 27th 

Arsho falls down companionway steps and hits his back against stove safety bar.  He has severe pain on 

left side above kidneys.  By 0800 Jerry makes decision to alter course to BDA to seek medical attention.  

Notified Bob Cook (Ocean-Pro Weather and Routing) and BDA Harbor Radio on decision by sailmail of 

route change and to request assistance.  1000 hrs on 28th Jerry spots BDA; docked by 1400 hrs.  ArshoΩǎ 

wife meets him at customs dock and gets him to medical clinic where they find he has a cracked rib.  

Customs very helpful in getting us checked in and helping with Arsho.  Able to tie up across from 

Customs Dock for the night.  Cruise ships no longer stopping at St Georges ς too large to enter the Cut.  

The cruise ship terminal is now converted to a reception station for small boats.  Nice to have dinner 

ashore and a night tied to harbor wall. 

 Each day brings dolphins and seabirds to and around boat.  Wx generally warm with rain off and 

on. We run the generator and water maker allowing showers.  Each evening we a have very satisfying 

discussion of the dayΩs events over a beer or glass of wine and ƘƻǊǎ ŘΩƻŜǳǾǊŜǎ.  Evening of 27th the 

generator fails to start.  Find the fuse links are blown, replace and it starts.  Contact several ships by VHF 

during passage to ensure safe passage.   

                            

 Approx. daily runs (generally 1200 to 1200 but does not take into account time changes made 

at noon as we moved east): 

 24-25:  ς 



 25-26: 163 nm 
 26-27: 215 nm 
 27-28: 180 nm 
 

 
BDA ς Faial (Horta); approx. 1900 nm: 

Departed BDA 5/29 @1100, arrived Horta on Faial 6/10 @ 1800 hrs. 

12 days, avg. daily distance 151 nm, speed 6.3 knots. Best day 170 nm, least 134 nm 

 

Departure from BDA delayed to tighten alternator belt and work on a starter that fails to function after 

several successful starts.  Benjy works on starter and finds nothing obvious other than a small amount of 

residue on solenoid.  Reassembled, motor starts ς no further problems.  After refueling, underway by 

1330 hrs. and sailing wing-n-wing.  Generator failed to start, bled fuel system ς starts.  Squalls, dolphins 

and lumpy seas. A series of passing low pressure systems between BDA and Azores prevent the 

development the Azores High pressure system that normally dominates this part of the North Atlantic.  

These lƻǿΩǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ GS eddies shifting West drive us further to SE.  29 thru 31st W-SW winds 10-

21 knots.  Able to finally alter to a more direct course to Horta on 6/2, winds S, SSE 15-30 knots.  6/3 

determine the refrig is not cooling and temp on freezer is higher than expected; auto pilot not holding 

course (replaced  with spare control module).  Winds thru 6/8 generally W/SW/SE 5-22 knots, highest 27 

with occasional gusts to 32 knots on 6/3, seas 1-4 ft.  Barometer 1024 ς 1025 with generally overcast 

skies during evening and morning, clearing at night and during the day; occasional squalls.  Sail wing-n-

wing on several occasions, some rolling but boat moves well with this configuration.  Water temp 67-70 

degrees. 6/6 ς 6/8 winds NE-NW 10-20 knots.  6/9 winds shifts SW/SE 5- 22 for remainder of trip, seas 

vary from flat to lumpy.   Some great sailing.  Knotmeter not working again - pulled, inspected ς nothing 

found, reinserted, working. Boat wet at times; several times AIS acting up ς incorrect direction and 

speed ς resets itself after 10-15 mins.  Great night skies with lots of stars till moon comes up.  Adjusted 

time based on moving East during this leg by 4 hrs. over the course of the trip; Horta on DST.  

Wx updates from Bob and confirmation forecasts from Joan (see communications para below) by airmail 

over SSB keep us moving and generally avoid the worst wind and sea conditions from passing low 

pressure systems.  Generator and motor sailing keep batteries charged and power for water maker.  

Dolphins, seabirds and some beautiful sun rises /  ǎŜǘǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻ άƎǊŜŜƴ ŦƭŀǎƘέΦ  Great evening hors 

dΩƻŜǳǾǊŜǎ followed by excellent dinners prepared by Mike or Benjy mark the successful passage of each 

day. 

Horta ς what a great place, fully prepared to receive and support the large number of cruising boats that 

arrive each year.  Early afternoon of 6/10 we see a bank of clouds ahead in direction of Faial.  Looking to 

the right we see a larger cloud bank and above it a dark outline which grows as we approach, turning 

out to be the tip to the very high volcano on Pico.  Both islands remain covered in clouds until very close.  

Rugged coastlines, ashore green fields broken into numerous small plots.  Round the final point and into 

the entrance to harbor in overcast skies and increasing winds.  Jerry docks at customs dock in high winds 

at 1800 hrs; told to clear in the next day.  Harbor filled with boats of every size and condition at anchor 



and tied to docks and sea wall.  Told there are almost 600 boats from all over ς very few US, but lots of 

German and French.  We arrive on Portugal Day, a religious holiday celebrated in the Azores but not 

Portugal.  After securing the boat, we investigate the music from a band playing above us and are met 

by a large crowd of people celebrating the holiday, a free glass of fine local wine, local sweet bread and 

directions to a great place for dinner.  Dinner at AtlanticoΩǎ is excellent.  A fine meal followed by a night 

secured to the customs dock wall, a great to finish this leg.  

After clearing in, a very easy process all taken care of within Harbor masters office, we move to a spot 

along the sea wall beside a French catamaran and German boat.  Boats either in slips or tied up together 

along the sea walls - as many as 3-4 deep.  Time in Horta is filled with numerous boat repair projects 

supported by trips to Mid Atlantic Yacht Services (MAYS) store and support from their refrig technician, 

some reprovisioning, exploring town to include examining the incredible ship logo drawings on walls 

around the harbor and catching up on sleep.  The marina has shower, laundry and snack bar with 

internet to support the large numbers of boats coming and going each day.  Mike and Benjy take a ferry 

over to Pico and short tour of the island. Overcast, rainy and very windy during most of our stay but 

times of sun highlight the incredible range of colors from boats and surrounding buildings.  PeterΩs Pub is 

a great spot as well all the places we eat for dinner. Great meals ashore each night to include one 

cooked over lava rocks.  In addition to arriving during the Portugal Day holiday, we also have the chance 

to see the cars and some of the racing of an island road rally. 

              

 

 Approx. daily runs (generally 1200 to 1200 but does not take into account time changes made 

at noon as we moved east): 

 29-30: 140 nm 

 30-31: 170 nm 

 31-1: 155 nm 

 1-2: 155 nm 

 2-3: 155 nm 

 3-4: 149 nm 

 4-5: 135 nm 

 5-6: 158 nm 

 6-7: 160 nm 

 7-8: 147 nm 

 8-9: 156 nm 

 9-10: 134 nm 

 



 

Horta to Lagos, Portugal; approx. 947 nm: 

Depart on 6/14 @ 1015, arrive Lagos 6/20 @ 2250 hrs. 
6 days, avg. daily distance 150 nm, speed 6.3; best day 174, least 135 nm  

 
Depart Horta under an overcast sky and windy conditions ς triple reefed main and ½ Yankee sailing NE 
to round Pico just ahead of an approaching cold front.   Our intention is to stop for an overnight at Sao 
Miguel.  Sailing between Pico and Sao Jorge in gusty winds 5- 30+ knots, initial boat speed 10+ knots.  
After working thru the gusty conditions for the majority of the day; decision made to motor sail east till 
clear the tip of Pico.  6/15 Jerry makes the decision to not stop at Sao Miguel and head to Lagos.  Wind 
down on 6/16, ran fuel tank 3 dry.  Restarted engine and flew spinnaker for short time in lumpy seas. 
Ship traffic increases each day with some huge ships of over 1000 ft. passing as we approach the 
European coast. Winds thru 6/16 SE/E <5 ς 25, sea flat to 4 ft.  6/17 to 6/18th NW/SW 8-18 knots, seas 
1-4; 19th thru 20th winds S-SSE 10-21.  Flying wing-n-wing downwind at times helps to stabilize boat in 
lumpy seas.  Work thru several starting problems with generator to include blowing last set of fuse links 
ς unknown problem but most likely caused by shorted commutator on starter motor.  Water maker 
works well after we figure out how to remove the air bubbles from the pre filter  ς showers for all. 
Sometimes glassy flat seas, able to see reflection of moon and stars; other times great sailing - night of 
6/19-20 sailing in winds 12-18 knots @ speeds of 6.5 - 8.9 knots. Sighted Cape Vicente and European 
coast at 1715 hrs. on 20th ς wƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ.   Final 19 nm run to Lagos in 
fading light reveals a rugged, dry coast with several small harbors.  Approach Lagos in overcast skies, 
light rain and falling wind ς very dark night but lights by harbor guides us in.  Imray cruising guide very 
accurate and far more up-to-date than our charts.  Sighted the entrance light to Lagos harbor at 2215 
hrs; tied up at reception pontoon just beyond fuel dock by 2250 hrs.   
 

         
 
Lagos ς the start and end point of numerous ARC rallies. An old Roman town and a one-time capital of 
Portugal.  Great port and a well-known tourist destination.  Unlike the coast we passed approaching 
Lagos, town is located on a beautiful sandy beach. Reception location and fuel dock short of a 
pedestrian lift bridge and marina docks.  Very easy entry procedures, all done by marina staff who 
emailed our arrival info to customs office.  Once cleared in and refueled, are given a slip, docked and 
secured by early afternoon on 21st.  Beautiful area with lots of restaurants and bars within marina 
compound; easy access to town.  Unlike Horta, majority of boats and people are British or Irish with 
several French boats tied up around us.  Several boats still here from the ACR rally from Caribbean. 



World Cup soccer the major event seen on almost every available TV in the marina and in town.  After 
talking with several boaters who recommend the nearby marina yard, Jerry makes arrangements to 
have boat pulled and stored until return trip.  The last night all the crew are together, we walk down to 
the beach after a great dinner at a small local restaurant and have a chance to watch some beach seine 
fishing, a process that brings a local community together setting, pulling in and sorting the twice-a-day 
catch. 
 

                    
 
Approx. daily runs (generally 1200 to 1200 but does not take into account time changes made at noon 
as we moved east): 
 6/14 ς 6/15: 135 nm 
 15-16: 136 nm 
 16-17: 148 nm 
 17-18: 150 nm 
 18-19: 155 nm 

19-20: 174 nm 

Observations: 

Weather/Navigation: (See route overview above) 

Utilized Bob Cook from Ocean-Pro Weather and Routing as wx router.  He did a good job of 

utilizing favorable currents and keeping us out of severe wx.  Combination of several passing low 

pressure systems, associate cold frontal passages and GS counter currents resulted in a course that was 

significantly further SE than expected based on the Gulf Stream track. We provided Bob the boatΩs 

position, course, speed and wx related information daily, received routing and wx updates from Bob 

every other day.  Info generally passed by sailmail utilizing SSB vs. SatPhone.  Additionally, received 

BOUYWEATHER.COM forecasts from Joan Conover by sailmail.  Joan is an amateur wx forecaster who 

made a similar trip several years ago and helps SSCA boats with wx info around the world.  GRIB 

forecasts for our route were also requested and downloaded from sailmail generally at night to 

minimize download times. The combination of this data plus our observations and barometer readings 

generally confirmed each other and were 85% accurate in forecasting wind conditions.   GRIB files 

provided wind direction and speed but not wave conditions.  The data Joan provided by 

BOUYWEATHER.COM, a commercial program, as well as input from Bob included wave direction and 

height.  At times it seemed we had too much routing and wx info.   Passageweather,com was also used 

prior to departure to get weather and Gulf Stream info. While in Horta we saw many cruisers using 

Passageweather for their planning. 

 



 

 

 



 

 


