coined by J. C. Voss in his 1901
circumnavigation of the world in
38-footer, Tilikum, and in recent
years has been very thoroughly
described by Lin and Larry Pardey
in their Sterm Tactics handbook and
video.

DECK HARDWARE
The hardware

chafe points, and allows securing
the bitter end of the rode on the
windlass and bow cleat.

Turning block #2 for the sea
anchor bridle is shackled to a pad
eye or cleat outboard of the primary
winch on the windward quarter
rail. If a new fitting is needed here,
it may as well be a large, strong,

SEA ANCHORS

many applications.

DEPLOYMENT

Figure 3 shows the setup used to
prepare the sea anchor for deploy-
ment from the cockpit. A bowman
is stationed at the windlass forward
to control the rode. The float, depth
control line, parachute, rode and
bridle are connected in

arrangements
needed on deck
for deploying a sea
anchor with bridle
and trysail are
shown in Figure
2. Many yachts
are not equipped
with adequate
deck hardware to
handle the extra
lines needed, and
owners are encour-
aged to examine

shackled to padeye

or clear
how these lines
would be handled T
under adverse con- Winch

ditions with heavy

Sea Anchor Rode /

Turning Block #2  —

Wind & Waves
\
]

\
“ Snatch Block on
\ / end of bridie

Bridle \

loads as it is not
feasible to control
them by hand.

The trysail
blocks on the
quarter rails need
to be located to
give a fair lead of
the trysail sheets
to the primary
winches. It is also
desirable to cleat
the active sheet so
that the winch pawls do not carry
the full trysail load. The trysail lazy
sheet is run to the windward trysail
block and then to a cleat on the
windward side to quiet this line and
keep it ready for use.

Turning block #1 aft of the head-
stay is located to provide a fair lead
for the sea anchor rode through
the bow pulpit without rubbing on

Rudder /

Lashing

Secondary
Winch
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Trisail Sheets

Trisail Block

Figure 2

properly backed cleat instead of a
pad eye since a cleat will serve many
additional uses.

The secondary winches can be
used to immobilize the rudder and
allow fine-tuning of rudder position
without loading the steering mecha-
nism. These winches are highly
recommended additions to any sea
boat as they will prove useful for

Turning Block #1
shackled to padeve

the sequence shown,
and all shackles are

lock wired. The bitter
end of the rode passes
over the lifelines and
outboard of all shrouds
and structures as it leads
forward to the bow, and
passes inboard through
the bow pulpit opening
selected to give a fair
lead to turning block
#1. Pull about half of
the rode forward to the
bow and temporarily tie
it with light, breakable
thread to the stanchion
bases to keep it from
trailing under the boat
and fouling. Notice that
this section of the rode
leads from the bottom
of its storage bag.

The bridle passes
under the lifelines and
its snatch block is con-
nected to the rode and
lock-wired closed. The
float is attached to the
crown of the parachute
with about 30 feet of
line; its purpose is to control the
parachute depth and to facilitate
retrieval, The parachute bag will go
overboard with the entire rig and
remain with it during deployment.

Deploy the rig over the lifeline
to windward by first slamming
the float into the sea and paying
out the depth control line; these
should trail aft and to windward
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